Bunyer_ 1 xxxim

Issue

UDC 811.111:81°367.4
DOI https://doi.org/10.32999/ksu2663-2691/2020-83-12
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The article reveals a constructionist aspect of verbalizing extinction in BBC news texts.

The aim of the research, which studies BBC news texts about the endangered species, is to analyse nominals naming extinction as
a communicative and sociocultural phenomenon resting on the principles of Construction Grammar about linguistic form and linguistic meaning.

Intelligence is based on the fact that Internet discourse as the most effective type of discourse triggered much scientific interest
in the field of Internet linguistics. The article studies BBC news texts that dwell on the issues of environmental protection from
the perspective of the species under threat of extinction. According to construction grammar the given form and meaning are not
independent of each other being inseparably interconnected. Thus, grammarians assume that a language system is based on constructions,
which form complex overlapping grammar patterns. Constructions exist as prefabricated linguistic units entrenched in human’s mind
ready to be contextually used in certain communicative situations.

Research methods comprise random sampling to determine units representing the process of extinction; discourse analysis
to demonstrate verbalizing extinction in Internet news discourse; contextual analysis to focus on distribution and combinability
of the nominals denoting extinction.

Results. The research results in distinguishing immediate, modified and extended extinction-constructions from the syntagmatic
viewpoint. The constructions were classified in accordance with key extinction factors. Thus, we introduced constructions to denote
groups of species under threat, level and stage of wipe out, human activity influencing the wipe out. Additionally, we singled out
elements, which manifested extra qualitative and quantitative characteristics of extinction, and suggested collocation models to
represent the aspects of extinction.

Conclusions propose a detailed classification of constructions under study, enabling a linguist to follow the trends in semantic
change of the nominative units denoting extinction, i.e. their functional potential.

Key words: Internet news discourse, construction grammar, immediate construction, modified construction, extended construction.
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CTarTIO MPUCBSYEHO BCTAHOBJICHHIO KOHCTPYKLIHOTO aCMEKTY JIIHIBAJILHOTO MPEJICTABICHH BUMUPAHHS BU/IIB y HOBUHHHUX TEK-
cTax aHIIOMOBHOTO caity bi-bi-Ci.

MeTo10 10CTiPKEHHS IOCTAa€ BUBYEHHST MOBHOTO IIPE/ICTABIICHHS MIPOLECY BUMHPAHHS K KOMYHIKaTHBHOTO H COI[IOKYJIBTYPHOTO
(eHOMeHy 3 OnepTsAM Ha MOJIOYKEHHS KOHCTPYKLIHHOT rpaMaTHKH.
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Po3Binka Mae MAIPYHTAM Te, IO IHTEPHET-AUCKYPC K HOBE KOMYHIKaTHBHE CEPENOBHIIE JA€ TOLITOBX YHCIEHHUM HampsiMaM
MOBO3HABYHX JOCII/DKEHb Y IapWHI IHTEPHET-TIHTBICTHKH, CIIOHYKAIOYH, 30KpeMa, JI0 PO3IIIsAy aHIJIOMOBHHX MeEIaTeKCTiB CauTy
Bi-bi-Ci, CKOHIIEHTPOBaHHX HA BUCBITJICHHI aKTyaIbHUX MPOOJIEM 3MIHU CBITOBOI €KOCHCTEMH Ta 3aXHCTY HABKOJIMIIHBOTO CEPEIOBH-
11 B paKypci BUMHUPaHHS BUJIB. 3TiJIHO 3 KOHCTPYKTHBHOIO I'PAMaTHKOI0 MOBHA ()OpMa Ta MOBHE 3HAYCHHS NIPE/ICTABIISAIOTh HE OKPeMi
He3aJIeXHi PiBHI, a ICHYIOTb y B3a€MOIIOB 13aHOCTI Ta B3a€MO3aJIeXKHOCTI. [loTpakTyBaHHS HassBHOTO 3B 513Ky (popMU it 3HaUCHHS BHSB-
JISIETBCS Y CIIPUHHSATTI MOBH SIK HAOOPY KOHCTPYKIIiH i rpaMaTHYHHX CXEM, SIKi YTBOPIOIOTh CHCTEMH Ta HAKJIaJA0ThCS il JOOBHIOIOThH
ofHa ofHy. IcHyrouM y BUDIsAL 30ipHHUX MOBHHX OIMHHIIb, KOHCTPYKIII BKOPIHEHI B JIFOACHKY CBIJOMICTb SIK CTPYKTYpPH, TOTOBi 10
KOHTEKCTYaJIbHO 3yMOBJICHOTO BUKOPUCTAHHS Y BiAMIOBITHUX KOMYHIKATUBHUX CHTYAL[isIX.

MeTtoau. JlocimigHUATIEKI METOIH, BAKOPUCTAHI y CTATTi, epeadadaroTs JOBUTbHY BUOIPKY MaTepiaiy Uil BHOKPEMIICHHS OIHHUIID
Ha MO3HAYEHHs NPOLIECY BUMUPAHHS, METO/L AUCKYPC-aHalli3y, CIIPAMOBAHMII Ha BUBYEHHS BTUICHHS ile] BUMHUpaHHS B aHIJIOMOBHO-
My HOBHHHOMY IHTEPHET-IUCKYpCi, Ta KOHTEKCTYaJIbHUH aHai3 3a I BUSBICHHS PO3MILEHHS, CIIONYYyBaHOCTI i (DyHKIIOHYBaHHS
HOMiHaMIill Ha TO3HAYCHHS BUMUPAHHS 3aJI€KHO BiJl KOHTEKCTY.

PesyabTaTu. 3100yTKH POBEICHOT PO3BIAKH JAaIOTh 3MOTy CHHTarMaTHYHO BCTAaHOBHUTH Oe3nocepenti, Moau(iKoBaHi Ta po3IIH-
PEHi KOHCTPYKIii Ha TO3HAaUYeHHs BUMHpaHHs. HaBeneHi pi3HOBUIN KOHCTPYKIIH KiIacu(ikOBaHO BiATIOBIAHO 0 KIIOYOBUX (aKTOPIB
BUMHpaHHS. BHOKpEMJIEHO KOHCTPYKIII Ha IMO3HAYCHHS TPYI BUMHPAIOYUX BUJIB, PIBHS 3arpo3u, CTa[ill 3HUIIEHHS, POJIi JIOIUHA
y mpoleci BUMUpaHHs. Y CKJIaji KOHCTPYKLiH BUPi3HEHO eJIeMEeHTH BepOai3alii JOaTKOBUX KUTbKICHO-SIKICHHX 03HAK BUMUPAHHSI.
3anponoHOBaHO MOJIE CIIOIyYyBaHOCTI HA TO3HAYEHHS aCHEKTiB 3HUKHEHHS BHIIB.

IincyMKoM DOCITiIKEHHS € CTBOpPEHA AeTalbHa Kiacu(ikamis KOHCTPYKIiH, IO Ja€ 3MOTY IMIPOCTEKHUTH TEHICHIIIT pyXy CEMaHTH-
K{ MOBHHUX OJMHHUIIb Ha ITO3HAYEHHSI BUMHPAHHS B PI3HUX KOHTEKCTaX sIK IXHiH (QyHKIIOHANBEHHI pecypc.

Ku04oBi cj10Ba: HOBMHHUI iHTEPHET-IUCKYPC, KOHCTPYKIiHA rpamMaThka, Oe3rocepeqHs KOHCTPYKIis, MOAU(IiKoBaHA KOH-
CTPYKIIis, pO3MHNPEHa KOHCTPYKIIisL.

1. Introduction

Language as a means of human cognition and reasoning aims for reflecting objective reality, and thus, the knowledge
of the world finds its mediate representation in language. The latter allows quick and effective expression, and provides
a well developed means of encoding and externalizing our thoughts and transmitting complex and subtle ideas (Evans,
2006: 6). Being a continuously developing field of language use, whilst covering all spheres of human activity, Internet
news discourse as a dominating type of media discourse is focused mainly on producing certain effects on the recipient via
nominative units at every levelof a news text (Nabok, 2019: 150). Thus, nomination can be viewed as a process of forming
notions of extralinguisticrealitywith the help of words, word-combinations, phraseological units and sentences. Every
new phenomenon in society and human activity in general, which is of any significance for communication, is reflected
in vocabulary. Nowadays there is a huge interest in climate science and increased public awareness of climate change
and environmental issues resulting in three linguistic units — “climate strike”, “climate emergency” and “upcycling” —
getting entry into Collins, Oxford and Cambridge dictionaries respectively. Thus, the necessity to study nominative units
naming extinction of various species used in the news to form a new media reality while transferring ideas to mass
audience is highly topical. A new linguistic unit singled out by modern researchers is constructions viewed as certain
pairings of form, meaning and function (Goldberg, 2006: 5), including morphemes, words, idioms, partially lexically
filled and fully general linguistic patterns (Gisborne, 2011: 167). Constructions are prefabricated linguistic units requiring
minimal modification to be used in speech (Dgbrowska, 2010: 203). They are entrenched in human’s mind (Radden, 2007:
28) and stored in a ready-made form due to a high frequency of repetition (Zeschel, 2009: 187), allowing us to apply our
knowledge to new situations (Goldberg, 2019: 2).

The paper aims to study linguistic nomination of the process of extinction. The work is intended to solve the following
tasks: 1) to describe types of constructions used for nomination; 2) to classify extinction-constructions with regard to
the named phenomena; 3) to represent models of denoting various aspects of extinction. The aim and tasks of the study
presuppose the following methods of the research: the method of random sampling so as to single out units denoting
extinction; discourse analysis to study the implementation of extinction idea in English Internet news discourse; methods
of contextual analysis so as to reveal the combinability and distribution of the units under study in different contexts.

There exist several classifications of constructions depending on the criteria used: thematic, encompassing spheres of life
constructions designate, paradigmatic, concerning different levels of meaning generalization, and syntagmatic, focusing
on their linear expansion (Potapenko, 2017: 175; Talavira, 2017: 102). Syntagmatically, constructions fall into immediate,
modified and extended. Immediate constructions consist of a word with dependent units joined on the left, e. g., on the verge
of extinction, or on the right, e. g. extinction crisis. Immediate modified constructions admit additional elements, cf. at risk
of extinction vs at high risk of extinction. Extended constructions combine two or more immediate ones, €. g.:

(1) DLiventy one bee species in Northern Ireland are at risk of extinction unless action is taken (www.bbc.com,
16.10.2019).

In the cited example the immediate construction at risk of extinction is extended by units twenty one bee species,
naming the representatives, and in Northern Ireland specifying the place where dying out is likely to happen.

2. Immediate extinction-constructions

BBC news texts provide a rich choice of immediate constructions used to indicate the basic phenomena of species
disappearance, namely their classes, level and stage of wipe out, human activity influencing the wipe out.

Focusing on the extinction groups is typical of many news as reporters are to inform what exactly species is on
the brink of dying out. We single out nominal and preposition constructions. The former represent classes of species, e.
g. mammal extinction, bird extinction; their particular representatives, e. g. cheetah extinction, coffee species extinction;
separate groups of animals, e. g. herbivore extinctions. Prepositional constructions differ in syntactical combination
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of elements. In (2) the construction extinctions among African carnivores identifies the group of animals suffering from
dying out (carnivores) and is modified by the adjective African representing the region:

(2) We know there are also major extinctions among African carnivores at this time <...> (www.bbc.com, 22.11.2018).

The level of extinctionis reflected by various immediate constructions in which the adjective specifies the scale
of species dying-out. Thus, there can be two levels singled out: low and high. Low scale extinction is characterized by
not visible and thus not recognized, drop in species population, e. g. silent extinction. High scale extinction is reflected
by adjectives indicating dying out that is almost certain to happen, e. g. imminent extinction, or concerns a huge number
of representatives, e. g. widespread extinctions, mass extinction, catastrophic extinction. For instance, the construction
imminent extinction in (3) represents impending wipe out for the species underscored by the unit raising fears representing
high concern of activists:

(3) This small, isolated population of orca has never produced offspring since studies began, raising fears that it faces
imminent extinction (Wwww.bbc.com, 28.01.2015).

Verbal immediate constructions indicate the fact that some species doesn’t exist anymore, reflecting the stage
of extinction, namely initial, intermediate, and final.

Initial stage of extinction is expressed by constructions designating that the process in biodiversity has already
started but the situation can be changed if proper actions are taken, e.g. slide towards extinction, head towards extinction.
It should be noted that this stage also comprises attributive constructions, e. g. vulnerable to extinction, be threatened with
extinction, or prepositional units, e. g. under threat of extinction, at risk of extinction. In (4) the construction vulnerable
to extinction designates the beginning of species (the horse chestnut) disappearance underscored by the predicate in
the present tense (is classified):

(4) Ravaged by moths and disease, the horse chestnut is now classified as vulnerable to extinction (www.bbc.com,
27.09.2019).

Intermediate stage of extinction is expressed by constructions highlighting that the phenomenon of dying out is noted in
particular areas and both the risks and the amount of disappearing species are officially registered, e. g. face extinction, go extinct.
In (5) the construction facing extinction indicates the threat of wipe out in the UK for the animals (a@ quarter of mammals).

(5) More than a quarter of mammals are facing extinction, according to a detailed and devastating report <...>
(www.bbc.com, 03.10.2019).

Final stage of extinction reflects irreversible process of wiping out and is designated by constructions of two types:
nominal and verbal. Nominal immediate constructions reflect that species are at the point of disappearing, e. g. on the edge
of extinction, on the verge of the extinction, on the cusp of extinction. In (6) the construction on the brink of extinction
indicates the fact that species are very close to dying out and the absolute participle complex fewer than a thousand
individuals left specifies how dangerous the situation is:

(6) <...> they identified at least 515 species that are on the brink of extinction, with fewer than a thousand individuals
left (www.bbc.com, 02.06.2020).

Verbal immediate constructions reflect the impossibility to find species representatives as they no longer exist,
e. g. be extinct, disappear completely, be lost, die out, fade out. In (7) the predicate could wipe outrepresents a possibility
of species (Anglesey s red squirrel) complete destruction:

(7) There are fears a deadly virus could wipe out Angleseys red squirrel population “in a matter of months”
(www.bbc.com, 16.12.2017).

Besides, immediate constructions highlight human activity aimed for coping with extinction. As a result, news texts
contain units describing the general situation with species disappearance, e. g. extinction threat, extinction list; indicating
human impact on the wipe out, e. g. poach to extinction, drive to extinction; or representing actions taken by activists to
overcome the plight, e. g. prevent from extinction, write of extinction, resist extinction. In (8) the construction the extinction
crisis designates emergency in the environment underscored by the predicate is fueling:

(8) <...>climate change is fueling the extinction crisis in ways that are difficult to predict (Wwww.bbc.com, 28.12.2019).

3. Modified extinction-constructions

The structure of modified units under study is transformed due to additional elements encompassing adjectives,
adverbs or numerals.

Adjectives specify the quality of extinction, its irreversible character, e. g. faces impending extinction, temporal
characteristics, e. g. new extinction phase, prevent further extinctions, changes in the species disappearance, e. g. under
increasing threat of extinction, location or territory, e. g. American parrot extinction, African mammal extinction.
In (9) the modified unit faces “imminent extinction” underscores the idea of dying out close in time:

(9) Rare Mexican porpoise faces “imminent extinction” (www.bbc.com, 16.05.2017).

Adverbs highlight intensity of the environmental crisis, e. g. extremely vulnerable to extinction, or degree of risks
species run, e. g. very high extinction risk. The modified construction highly threatened with extinction underscores
the level of wipe out when disappearance is unavoidable in (10):

(10) <...> the very tiniest ones are also highly threatened with extinction (www.bbc.com, 19.09.2017).

Numerals in the structure of modified constructions reflect the numerical order of the wipe out, e. g. sixth mass
extinction, the first mammalian extinction.

4. Extended extinction-constructions

Extended constructions describing different aspects of species extinction consist of the previously mentioned modified
constructions and component’s that include the units under study into the context (Talavira, 2019: 130).

Extended elements can be added both on the left and on the right. Left-hand combinability is carried out by verbs stating
the fact of extinction, e. g. there is impending extinction, undergo mass extinction; emphasizing people’s awareness of the issue,
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e. g. highlighted the very high extinction risk, confirmits extinction, reveal a disturbingly high level of extinction; actions taken
by environmentalists, e. g. is listed as globally vulnerable to extinction, put on official extinction list. Nominal left-hand
components extend constructions representing species under risk, e. g. puffin facing extinction.

As for right-hand extending elements, they can be quite numerous. Extended constructions indicate reasons for wipe out, e.
g. vulnerable to extinction because of declines in numbers, on the brink of extinction due to their specific habitat of hot caves.
Extending elements denote the place of extinction, e. g. threatened with extinction on the island of Ireland, went extinct in Africa;
or its temporal characteristics, e. g. extinction process kicks in over a million years; avoid extinction in the wild in the coming
vears. Besides, extending elements represent the source of information, e. g. threatened with extinction, according to research.

5. Conclusions

Due to the impending situation in the environment, extinction-constructions are widely used in BBC news articles.
The units under study fall into three groups depending on the linear arrangement in the text: immediate, modified and extended.
Immediate constructions, consisting of two or three components, denote classes of species or their representatives, level
and stage of wipe out, human activity influencing the dying out. Modified constructions can include adjectives, adverbs
and numerals into the structure of immediate units. Extended constructions, combining several immediate ones, enlarge
the utterance with the components representing people’s awareness of the issue and actions taken by them, reasons, time
and place of extinction, the source of information concerning the problem. Further study can go in two directions: on
the one hand, other types of constructions can be classified and, on the other hand, author’s style can be researched with
the aim to single out constructions creating certain effects on the public opinion concerning the issue of dying out.

Bibliography:
1. Ha6oxk A. 1. KorniTuBHa crienndika BUSBICHHS eEKTiB 00’ €KTUBHOCTI Ta Cy0’ €KTMBHOCTI B aHIJIOMOBHOMY HOBUHHOMY
Iarepuet-auckypcei. Jlimepamypa ma kynomypa Honicca. Cepis «@inonociuni nayxuy. 2019. Bum. 95. C. 150-156.

2. Dabrowska E. Language, Mind and Brain. Edinburgh : Edinburgh University Press, 2010. 280 p.

3. Evans V., Green M. Cognitive Linguistics: An Introduction. Edinburgh : Edinburgh University Press, 2006. 820 p.

4. Gisborne N. Constructions, word grammar, and grammaticalization. Cognitive Linguistics.2011. Vol. 22. Ne 1. P. 155-182.

5. Goldberg A.E. Constructions at work. The nature of generalization in language. New York : Oxford University Press,
2006. 270 p.

6. Goldberg A.E. Explain Me This. Creativity, Competition, and the Partial Productivity of Constructions. Princeton :

Princeton University Press, 2019. 216 p.

7. Potapenko S.I. Constructions in English: from paradigmatic to syntagmatic relations. Jlimepamypa ma xynsmypa
Honiccs. Cepia «@inonoeiuni nayxkuy. 2017. Bum. 89. C. 172-180.

8. Radden G., Dirven R. Cognitive English Grammar. Amsterdam (Phil.) : John Benjamins Publishing Company, 2007. 374 p.

9. Talavira N. English orientating constructions denoting location: classification and article use. Lingua Posnaniensis.
2017. Vol. 59. Issue 2. P. 101-120.

10. Talavira N. Computer games in the light ofconstructions. 3akapnamcoxi ginonozciuni cmyoii. 2019. Ne 12. C. 128-131.

11. Zeschel A. What’s (in) a construction? New Directions in Cognitive Linguistics / ed. by V. Evans. Bangor : Bangor
University Press, 2009. P. 185-200.

References:

1. Nabok, A.I. (2019). Kohnityvna spetsyfika vyiavlennia efektiv obiektyvnosti ta subiektyvnosti v anhlomovnomu
novynnomu Internet-dyskursi [Cognitive character of objectivity and subjectivity effect identification in English Internet
news stories]. Literatura ta kultura Polissia. Seriia “Filolohichni nauky”, issue 95, pp. 150—156 [in Ukrainian].

2. Dabrowska, E. (2010). Language, Mind and Brain. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press [in English].

3. Evans, V., Green, M. (2006). Cognitive Linguistics: An Introduction. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press [in English].

4. Gisborne, N. (2011). Constructions, word grammar, and grammaticalization. Cognitive Linguistics, vol. 22,
no. 1, pp. 155-182 [in English].

5. Goldberg, A.E. (2006). Constructions at work. The nature of generalization in language. New York: Oxford University
Press [in English].

6. Goldberg, A.E. (2019). Explain Me This. Creativity, Competition, and the Partial Productivity of Constructions.
Princeton: Princeton University Press [in English].

7. Potapenko, S.I. (2017). Constructions in English: from paradigmatic to syntagmatic relations. Literatura ta kultura
Polissia. Seriia “Filolohichni nauky”, issue 89, pp. 172—180 [in English].

8. Radden, G., Dirven, R. (2007). Cognitive English Grammar. Amsterdam (Phil.): John Benjamins Publishing Company
[in English].

9. Talavira, N. (2017). English orientating constructions denoting location: classification and article use. Lingua
Posnaniensis, vol. 59, issue 2, pp. 101-120 [in English].

10. Talavira, N. (2019). Computer games in the light of constructions. Zakarpatski filolohichni studii, no. 12, pp. 128-131
[in English].

11. Zeschel, A. What’s (in) a construction? New Directions in Cognitive Linguistics / ed. by V. Evans. Bangor: Bangor
University Press, pp. 185-200 [in English].

Cmamms naoitiiuia 0o peoakyii 26.06.2020
The article was received 26 June 2020

66



